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Topics for today 

• Sustainable Development: A Short Introduction 

• Sustainable Development in Romania: The Strategy and Institutional 
Reform 

• SDG 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities 

• The Romanian Presidency: A Sustainable Agenda 
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Sustainable Development in a Nutshell 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development: 

• It was adopted in 2015 by all UN Member States 

• It represents a response to the world’s current 
social, economic, and environmental problems 

• Established a set of 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) and 169 targets 

• The European Union has the aim, from the very 
beginning, to be a leader in implementing the 
Agenda 
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Sustainable Development in Romania 

Political Commitment 
• On April 2016, both houses of the Romanian Parliament 

declared their support for implementing the 17 Goals. 
• Two handbooks that are geared towards MP’s on the 

parliamentarian dimension of the 2030 Agenda were 
translated into Romanian in order to include the SDGs in 
the legislative process 
 

Consolidating the Institutional Framework 
• On May 2017, the Department of Sustainable 

Development was established within the Government`s 
Working Apparatus through Government Decision 
no.313/2017 to coordinate the implementation of the 
SDGs on a National Level 
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The Department of Sustainable Development coordinated the 
revision process of Romania’s Sustainable Development 
Strategy 

 

• The revision process was 1 year long  

   (5th of September 2017 – 20th of September 2018) 

 

• The aim of this process was to evaluate the implementation 
of the previous Strategy (2008) and to adapt it to the 2030 
Agenda 



Romania’s Sustainable Development Strategy: 

 

• The Strategy is structured along the 17 SDGs 

• The Strategy places the Citizen at the center of 
Sustainable Development 

• Sets Romania’s priorities, targets, and measures 
necessary for implementation and monitoring 

• Its success depends on the active involvement of 
every stakeholder 
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Public Consultation 

• 3 preliminary meetings 

• Launching conference 

• Meetings with the Revision Committee 

• 8 regional seminars 

• Meeting with representatives of ministries 

• Meeting with the Subcommittee for Sustainable 
Development (Parliament) 

• National Conference with the Academia 

• National Debate with representatives from Civil 
Society 

• National Debate with Regional Development Agencies 

• National Debate with Research Institutes 

• National Debate with the Private Sector 

• National Debate with Trade Union Leaders 

• Environmental assessment procedure 

Total ~ 1100 people 
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Necessary Institutional Reforms 

• The Strategy’s holistic approach requires a new institutional framework 
in order to “meet the needs of future generations” 

  The Strategy calls for the establishment of: 
• An Interdepartmental Committee on Sustainable Development, headed by 

the Prime Minister 

• A Sustainable Development Network, made up of groups of trained experts in 
Sustainable Development, with a hub in every relevant public institution 

• A Consultative Council for Sustainable Development, a group of specialists 
from the academic sphere, research institutes, and representatives from civil 
society which will analyze the impact of public policies on Sustainable 
Development  

• The Strategy also proposes helping in establishing a Coalition for Sustainable 
Development with representatives from Civil Society 
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Implementation and Monitoring 

• The Department of Sustainable Development is currently 
collaborating with the National Institute of Statistics on revising 
Romania’s Sustainable Development indicator set 

• An Action Plan will be drafted which aims to implement the Strategy’s 
objectives. It will take into account the proposals received during the 
consultation and public debate phase  

• The Department of Sustainable Development will draft regular 
reports to the EU and the UN 
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Regional development and cohesion policy 

Cohesion policy (regional policy) is one of the most important and 
more complex policies of the European Union, a statute stemming from 
the objective of reducing the economic, social and territorial disparities 
between the various regions and Member States of the European 
Union. 
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Make Cities and Human Settlements 
Inclusive, Safe, Resilient, and Sustainable 
 

According to data from the World Bank, Romania's 
urban population grew from 34% in 1960 to 54.5% in 
2014. According to Eurostat, in 2014, the EU average 
was 72.5%. The process of urbanization continues 
unabated, obliging towns and cities to adapt. Urban 
areas must become more inclusive, safe, resilient, and 
sustainable if they are to meet the challenges of socio-
economic and environmental change 
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The Strategy aims to ensure decent living 
conditions for citizens living in urban and rural 
communities by: 

• ensuring access to safe and affordable housing and basic 
services 

• ensuring access to efficient public transportation at fair 
and accessible prices for all 

• promoting the concept of smart cities 

• consolidating efforts to protect and safeguard cultural 
heritage 

• reducing negative environmental impacts in towns and 
cities, including through a special focus on air quality and 
the quality of the environment in general 
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Priorities addressed: 

• Decent housing. Seismic risk. Flooding and 
landslide risk 

• Air quality. Smart cities 

• The cultural dimension of sustainable 
development 
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The 2030 Agenda and the European Union 

A representative of the Department is chairing the Working Party on 
the implementation of 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development at 
the Council of the European Union, for the next 5 months. 

  

This Working Party is responsible with the implementation of the 2030 
Agenda both internally and externally. 
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The 2030 Agenda and the European Union 

Last week, on January 30th, the European Commission published the 
Reflection Paper Towards a Sustainable Europe by 2030. 

This document aims to inform and debate among citizens, 
stakeholders, governments and institutions in the months ahead, with 
a view to inspiring the debate on the future of Europe. 

The role of Working Party, based on the Reflection paper, is to prepare 
the background and identify the priority setting for the European 
Union’s Strategic Agenda 2019-2024. 
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The 2030 Agenda and the European Union 

The Department, together with the Romanian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and in partnership with UNECE, will organize a high-level 
conference on Partnership in implementing the 2030 Agenda (EU, 
Eastern Partnership, Central Asia, Western Balkans): 

 

Partnership for Sustainable Development 

16th of April, Bucharest 

Palace of Parliament 
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Thank you! 

Department of Sustainable Development 

e: office.ddd@gov.ro 

    stefania.deak@gov.ro  

Website: ddd.gov.ro  

Facebook: Departamentul pentru Dezvoltare Durabilă 
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