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AGENDA 
 
10.00-10.15 Welcoming coffee at Bucharest-Ilfov Regional 
Development Agency (ADRBI) office 
 
10.15-11.15 Speech of General Manager and presentations of 
ADRBI/Department of Regional Promotion and Investments  
 
11.15-12.00 Discussions  
 
12.00-14.00 Visit to  REGIO  projects (Tei Leisure Park, Arch of 
Triumph) 
 
14.00-15.00 Networking Lunch  

 
 



 

Bucharest-Ilfov Region (short description) 
 

Bucharest - Ilfov is one of the eight regions for development in Romania, composed of 
Bucharest city and Ilfov  County.  It has a population of 2,121,794 inhabitants (July 2018) and 
an area of 1,804 km². The network of localities within Bucharest-Ilfov Region consists of 9 
cities, 32 communes and 91 villages.  

According to Eurostat 2018, the Bucharest-Ilfov region is the most developed in Romania, 
with a GDP per capita (expressed in standard purchasing power) of 139% of the European 
average, over regions including other European capitals such as Athens (92%), Madrid (125%), 
Berlin (118%) or Budapest (102%). 

The region's economy is dominated mostly by the functions of the capital, the active 
population of the region being linked to the units operating here. The Bucharest-Ilfov region 
is the largest industrial agglomeration in Romania, where all industrial branches are present. 

Trade, warehousing, logistics and distribution, administration-communal households, 
constructions have evolved rapidly, so the region is distancing as a development level from 
other regions despite its unfavourable geographic position. 

The Bucharest-Ilfov region generates 25% of the total national economy and  has the largest 
share in Romania's exports (21.8% in the first eight months of 2015).. 

In Bucharest, there are established almost all major Romanian companies, from OMV Petrom 
to Rompetrol Downstream, Orange Romania, Vodafone, British American Tobacco and 
Telekom Romania.  

Also in Bucharest are located the most important transportation hubs of rail road, air-national 
and international of the country. The region is located at the intersection of two European 
multi-modal corridors: Priority axis no. 7 (Nădlac - Constanţa), Priority axis Giurgiu - Albiţa, 
planned to be built in the period ahead, and the European Priority axis no. 18 (the proximity 
of the Danube).  Air and multi-modal accessibility is provided by the international airport 
"Henri Coandă" (Otopeni), the largest international airport in Romania. 

University Square, Kilometre Zero, Bucharest 



 

 

Bucharest-Ilfov Regional Development Agency (ADRBI) 
 

The Agency for Regional Development is a nongovernmental, non-profit legal entity with a 
status of public utility, founded in 1999, which operates under the Law 315/2004 on regional 
development in Romania.  
 
The main activity of BIRDA is providing specific services to local government and private 
sector in order to develop the Bucharest-Ilfov region.  
 
So far, ADRBI implemented several programs for socio-economic development of the region 
Bucharest - Ilfov. Among which we mention: PHARE program - Economic and Social Cohesion, 
2007-2013 Regional Operational Program. 
 
The agency is the Intermediate Body for the Regional Operational Program (REGIO) at the 

Bucharest-Ilfov region and fulfils tasks and responsibilities related to the implementation of 

the REGIO, under a proper management, respecting the principles of transparency and 

partnership, in accordance with the "Framework Agreement on Implementation of Regional 

Operational Program 2014-2020 in Romania" contracted with the Managing Authority - 

Ministry of Regional Development, Public Administration and European Funds. 



 

Regional Operational Program (ROP) 
 

The 2014-2020 Regional Operational Program (ROP) is one of the programs for the 2014-2020 
Partnership Agreement, through which European structural and investment funds can be 
accessed. The 2014-2020 Regional Operational Program (ROP), managed by the Ministry of 
Regional Development and Public Administration as Managing Authority, was adopted by the 
European Commission (EC) on June 23, 2015. 

The strategic vision of the development needs to be met by ROP 2014-2020 is based on the 
analysis of the economic and social situation of the regions of Romania (National Strategy for 
Regional Development 2014-2020), 

The overall objective of the ROP 2014-2020 is to increase the economic competitiveness and 
improve the living conditions of local and regional communities by supporting the 
development of the business environment, infrastructure conditions and services, ensuring 
the sustainable development of the regions, capable of managing in a resource efficiency, 
capitalize on their potential for innovation and assimilation of technological progress. 

The Bucharest-Ilfov region is classified as "more developed region" in terms of GDP per capita 
(according to EC Regulation 1303/2013 art.90, paragraph 2) and therefore the allocation for 
the Bucharest-Ilfov region through the 2014-2020 REGIO Program is much lower (1927.67 
million lei) compared to the other regions of Romania and has a smaller number of financing 
directions: 

• Axis 3 - Increasing energy efficiency and reducing carbon emissions with an allocation of 
1379.9 million lei 

• Axis 5 - Preservation of Historical Monuments and Urban Regeneration with an 
allocation of 187.5 million lei 

• Axis 6 - County roads with an allocation of only 61.1 million lei 

• Axis 9 - Local development placed under the responsibility of the community with an 
allocation of 64.3 million lei 

• Axis 10 - Educational Infrastructure with an allocation of 244.6 million lei 



 

 Cultural and touristic objectives 
rehabilitated and consolidated through REGIO 

 
The Patriarchal Palace 

 
 The building, now called The Patriarchal Palace, was built by the Romanian government 
at the beginning of the twentieth century on the site of the former Hall of the Deputies' 
Assembly on the Archdiocese Hill in Bucharest. According to the register of deeds, the hall of 
the Old Assembly, together with its related land plot, used to belong to the Romanian 
Archdiocese Church, which had been headquartered in some of the surrounding buildings of 
the current cathedral on the Archdiocese Hill.    
 This building ensemble comprised of Patriarchal Cathedral, Patriarchal Palace and 
Residency is situated on the ancestral site of the Constantine and Helena Saints Monastery 

and was built after an endowment made by 
Constantine Serban Voda (1654-1658) to the 
Archdiocese Church of Romania. 
  Due to the fact that during the second half of 
the nineteenth century the Romanian Archbishop 
had a preeminent role, numerous landmark events 
used to take place at the Archdiocese Hill. One such 
event took place on January 24, 1859, when the 
Elected Assembly of Walachia, under the 
chairmanship of Bishop Nifon, voted for the 

election of Alexandru Ioan Cuza as Prince of the Romanian Principalities and, by doing so, the 
union between the old provinces of Wallachia with Moldavia and the creation of modern 
Romania. 
 The political and urban transformations that occurred in Bucharest after 1859 have 
made it possible to plan and build the Chamber of Deputies building between 1906 and 1908 
on a land parcel that had been transferred from the Church to the State in 1883. When the 
transferred occurred, the National Legislative Bodies decided to replace the old Assembly 
Building with a new one (the existing building) and replace the old church with a majestic 
cathedral. Due to an unfavourable historical context, only the first objective -the Assembly- 
managed to be built. 
 The Patriarchal Palace was built according to the blueprints of architect Dimitrie 
Maimarolu, and was the first reinforced concrete work in the country. After its initial 
consecration, it has undergone various changes over time, the most important being the 
restoration of its dome, which collapsed during the earthquake of November 10, 1940. 
 After December 1989, the Romanian Orthodox Church increased its cultural and 
missionary activities and, because of increased needs, there was insufficient available space 
for properly carrying out of these activities. Meanwhile, the Chamber of Deputies decided to 
relocate to the Romanian Parliament building. The Patriarchal Palace which was originally 
built on church land, was returned in the care of the Patriarchy by the Decision of the 
Romanian Government (No. 941 of October 8, 1996). 
 



 

  

 
 A few years later, in 2010, and due to the diligent efforts of His Beatitude Patriarch 
Daniel, the Patriarchal Palace full ownership was returned to the Romanian Patriarchate (on 
December 6, 2010, by the Romanian Government Decision no. 1229). 
 The Patriarchal Palace has been thoroughly renovated following a grant of the European 
Commission (European Regional Operational Program 2007 - 2013, Priority Axis 5 - 
Sustainable development and tourism promotion). 
 The project included funding for the foundation consolidation, facilities restoration, 
environmental protection, and artifacts conservation in order to introduce this historical 
monument as a tourist destination. 
 
Project details: 
*Implementation Period: March 2014 - December 2015  
*Total value of the renovation project: 84.9 million lei, of which the grant value was 67.2 
million (79%) and the beneficiary's contribution was 17.7 million lei (21%). 
* Contact: 25 Aleea Dealul Mitropoliei, Bucharest 
 

 
 

The Astronomical Observatory "Vasile Urseanu" 

 The public observatory from Bucharest "Admiral Vasile Urseanu" is called after the 

name of the admiral who, in 1908, became the President of the Romanian Astronomical 

Society. One of the society goals was to establish a popular observatory which would serve to 

spread astronomy among citizens. 

 

The Astronomical Observatory has been rehabilitated 

through the Regional Operational Program 2007-2013, 

Priority Axis No 5 - Sustainable development and 

promotion of tourism. The project provided the 

execution of consolidation, restoration, protection and 

conservation of the monument in order to introduce it 

in the public and tourist circuit. 

 
Project details: 
*Implementation Period: October 2011-2015  
*Total value of the project: 11.10 million lei, out of which eligible value, 7.52 million lei and 
beneficiary's contribution: 3.58 million lei.  

* Contact: 21 Bd. Lascăr Catargiu, Bucharest 

More info:  https://muzeulbucurestiului.ro/observatorul-astronomic-vasile-urseanu.html 

https://muzeulbucurestiului.ro/observatorul-astronomic-vasile-urseanu.html


 

 
The Triumphal Arch 

 The Triumphal Arch, built between 1921 and 1922 after the project of architect Petre 
Antonescu, is a symbol of victory in World War I, symbolically linking Bucharest of the ancient 
Rome, the civilization which has imposed the arch as a symbol of victory. Similar to other 
Latin countries, Bucharest used the arch in Paris, commissioned by Napoleon, as a model. 

 
 For Romanians, the Arch means the symbol of 
uniting people who speaks the common  language, 
more than the victory in the World War I. On the 
west side of the monument lies the text: GLORY TO 
THOSE WHO THROUGH BRAVERY AND SACRIFICE 
THEIR BLOOD HAVE ACCOMPLISHED NATIONAL 
UNITY. 
 

 The Triumphal Arch was rehabilitated under the Regional Operational Program 2007 - 

2013, Priority Axis 5 - Sustainable development and tourism promotion. The project provided 

for execution of the consolidation, restoration, protection and conservation of historical 

monument in order to introduce it in the public and tourist circuit. 

Project details: 
*Implementation Period: October 2011 - December 2016  
*Total value of the project: 30.46 million lei from which eligible value of 22.52 million and 

beneficiary's contribution 2.06 million lei. 

More info:  https://ampt.ro/ro/monument/arcul-de-triumf-2 

 

The Folk Art Museum "Nicolae Minovici"  

 In the year of 1905, the building was erected 

on the outskirts of Bucharest, to become a 

genuine resting villa for the owner, Nicolae 

Minovici PhD, a leading exponent of the early 

twentieth century medicine. But in 1906 the 

destination is changing radically and becomes 

shelter for an extensive collection of 

ethnographic art, as well as the first museum in 

Bucharest, originally called the National Art 

Museum 'Nicolae Minovici, PhD.' 

https://ampt.ro/ro/monument/arcul-de-triumf-2


 

 

 The building placed on the Bucharest-Ploiesti Highway, near  with Pompiliu Street, is 

regarded as one of the outstanding architectural monuments for Neo-Romanian style. The 

owner's approach to gather objects of national art and imageries resulted in the villa project, 

today's folk art museum 'Nicolae Minovici'. 

 The Museum was rehabilitated by the Regional Operational Program 2007-2013, Priority 

Axis 5 - Sustainable development and promotion of tourism. The project provided for 

execution of consolidation, restoration and rehabilitation of the monument, seriously 

affected by the passage of time and in danger of decay. 

Project details: 
*Implementation Period: July 2011 - December 2015  
*Total value of the project: 14.99 million lei, of which eligible value 11.24 million lei, and 

beneficiary's contribution  3,46 mil lei. 

Contact:  1 Dr. Nicolae Minovici Street 

More info: https://muzeulbucurestiului.ro/muzeul-nicolae-minovici.html 

 

 "Filipescu-Cesianu" House  

 

 Near Victory Square, at the intersection of Calea 
Victoriei and Sevastopol Street, was the residence of 
Carlos Cesianu. The actual building is one of the few 
aristocratic residences of Bucharest from La Belle 
Epoque, remaining faithful to the initial project, from 
the period 1846-1850. In this residence lived several 
families from Romanian aristocracy, such as Iancu and 
Maria Ghica Filipescu. The architect Leonidas Nadar 

helped with extensions of the aristocratic residence. On this occasion the exterior 
decorations, imperial roof and the Park residence were developed. The residence is bordered 
by Sevastopol Street, a street that once wore the name of Filipescu, because it stretched 
along its properties.  
 The "Filipescu-Cesianu" House has been rehabilitated through the Regional operational 
programme 2007-2013, Priority Axis 5 - Sustainable Development and Promotion of Tourism. 
The project provided execution of consolidation, restoration, protection and conservation of 
the monument in order to introduce it in the tourist circuit. 
 
Project details: 
*Implementation Period: July 2011 - October 2015  
*Total value of the project: 8.58 million lei, of which eligible 5.9 million lei and beneficiary's 
contribution 2,65 million lei.  
Contact: 151 Calea Victoriei, Bucharest 
More info: https://muzeulbucurestiului.ro/casa-filipescu-cesianu.html 

https://muzeulbucurestiului.ro/muzeul-nicolae-minovici.html
https://muzeulbucurestiului.ro/casa-filipescu-cesianu.html


 

 

 "Tei-Plumbuita" Leisure Park  

 

 The theme of the park is "Enchanted Land". It 
imparts from the Romanian folklore characters, 
places, happenings and themed elements that 
make up a fairytale world that offers familiar 
elements for both children and adults, the latter 
having the opportunity to remember the 
childhood. The park is divided into 3 large areas by 
the two main alleys of the park, each with a 
homonymous route: The silver forest, The brazen 
forest, The realm of the Green King. 

  
 Within the project, a recreational structure was created by placing 7 amusement 
equipment in the Tei Park, namely: rollercoaster, house of horror, large wheel, chains, small 
wheel, carousel and electric cars, and 3 seats play for children (1 inflatable play area and 2 
playgrounds re-positioned). At the same time, a natural area of about 74.90 ha was allocated 
to the Tei Park for tourist purposes. 
 
Project details: 
*Implementation Period: September 2013 - July 2015  
*Total value of the project: 64.57 million lei, of which eligible 19.54 million lei  
Contact: : Tei Lake Boulevard, Bucharest 
More info: http://parcaventuratei.ro/  
 

http://parcaventuratei.ro/
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